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Trends  and  Events 


Update 


e last  issue  of  the  newsletter  I commented 
t the  rumour  hot  line  was  available  for 
cation  of  issues.  The  comment  worked, 
number  of  people  have  approached  us 
exchange  of  facts  took  place.  Keep  it 
don’t  have  any  secrets. 

ards  the  end  of  May  a new  AS/400  unit 
be  installed  in  the  J.G.  O’Donoghue 
ng.  Don’t  panic  - yet;  you  shouldn’t 
any  difference  once  we’ve  completed 
hangeover,  however  we  are  human  and 
things  do  manage  to  find  little  cracks, 
'w  installation  will  allow  us  to  to  connect 
400  local  workstations  so  I think  that 
uture  needs  may  be  taken  care  of.  We 
urrently  reviewing  the  building  cabling 
ments  and  may  be  in  a position  to  add 
onal  workstations  by  mid  to  late  June 

AS/400  required  for  the  O.S.  Longman 
ng  will  be  installed  shortly  after  we 
lete  the  J.G.  O’Donoghue  change-over, 
'rsion  of  the  O.S.  Longman  building  staff 
address  the  IBM  5520  office  function 
~ment  first  and  then  the  new  Animal 
Information  System  (AHIS)  will  be 
ed.  Training  and  system  testing  is  to  be 
leted  by  September  so  that  AHIS  can  be 
to  production  for  the  Fall. 

or  the  Regional  AS/400  program  a "Needs 
sis"  will  be  undertaken  in  May  to 
ine  the  functions  performed  and  the 
nal  types  required  to  support  these  func- 
Airdrie  Region  will  be  the  subject  area 
’ch  a consultant  will  survey  staff  to 
ne  the  functions  and  make  recom- 
"tions  to  the  Regional  Directors  and 
ms  Development  Division  Management. 

e subject  of  workstations,  we  will  be  in 
r position  to  support  centralized  office 


functions  with  the  addition  of  the  new  AS/400 
in  the  J.G.  O’Donoghue  building.  For  that 
reason  and  the  economic  considerations  of 
installing  PS/2  workstations  versus  fixed  func- 
tion terminals  to  perform  office  tasks,  we  are 
recommending  a review  of  your  workstation 
requirements.  IBM  Info- Window  workstations 
connected  to  the  AS/400  cost  $1700  whereas 
an  IBM  PS/2  connected  is  in  the  range  $4500 
to  $5000.  There  are  obviously  a number  of 
considerations  involved  in  making  such  a 
change  but,  if  the  PS/2  is  used  only  for 
AS/400  functions  and  Display  Write  4,  acquiring 
a fixed  function  terminal  would  allow  the  PS/2 
to  be  relocated  into  an  area  where  other 
microcomputer  software,  such  as  Lotus  1-2-3 
or  Paradox  is  required.  Each  work  area  has 
it’s  own  unique  issues  to  deal  with  and  if  you 
need  more  information  please  contact  Rick 
Ostrowski.  Your  support  staff  are  more  than 
welcome  to  come  to  Systems  Development 
Division  and  work  with  the  AS/400  using  an 
Info- Window  Terminal.  This  will  give  them 
an  opportunity  to  find  out  for  themselves  just 
what  they  can  accomplish  with  this  config- 
uration. 

Beginning  in  May,  Systems  Development 
Division  will  be  distributing  an  additional, 
more  detailed,  newsletter  focusing  on  office 
function  "tips  and  techniques".  This  document 
will  reside  on  the  AS/400  in  a shared  folder 
and  will  be  accessible  to  all  users  enrolled  on 
the  AS/400,  it  will  also  be  sent  by  E-Mail  to 
each  Organizational  Unit.  In  this  newsletter  we 
will  be  addressing  the  functions  most  commonly 
enquired  about  and  will  provide  users  the 
ability  to  submit  questions  regarding  particular 
problems  as  well  as  individual  solutions  and 
tips  you  may  wish  to  pass  on  to  others. 

Rita  MacDonald  has  reminded  me  that  I was 
supposed  to  circulate  a request  for  assistance 
in  her  area  of  support.  Anyone  wishing  to 


ease  forward  any  questions,  contributions  or 
ggestions  to  Terry  Lister,  Systems  Development 
vision.  By  phone  or,  Through  E-Mail  address 
EDM  LISTER 


explore  an  AS/400  office  feature  and  work 
with  us  directly  on  that  feature  is  more  than 
welcome.  The  following  areas  are  up  for 
review.... columns,  table  math,  notepads,  index 
creation,  transparency  creation,  data/text  merge, 
tailored  documents,  labels,  keystroke 
files.... and  more! 

In  the  first  week  of  May  we  will  implement 
dial-up  access  to  the  AS/400.  The  only 
hardware  required  will  be  a personal  computer 
and  a modem.  The  software  which  allows 
communication  to  take  place  is  downloaded  by 
the  AS/400.  The  access  allows  full  AS/400 
function  and  will  therefore  provide  file  (docu- 
ment) transfer  between  remote  PS/2  users  and 
the  J.G.  O’Donoghue  system.  With  the  imple- 
mentation of  this  feature  the  Tree  Nursery, 
Lacombe  Field  Crops  and  the  Regional  Labs 
will  be  back  on  the  E-Mail  Trail Bye! 

For  more  information  contact  Rick  Ostrowski 
by  phone  or,  Through  E-Mail  address  AGEDM 
OSTROWS. 


Ahexia 

AGRICULTURE 


Display  Write  Directions 

You  may  have  noticed  a difference  between 
this  issue  of  the  AJP  newsletter  and 
previous  issues.  This  is  because  we  have  used 
a different  software  package  to  produce  it. 
When  the  idea  of  the  newsletter  was  first 
conceived  we  decided  that  we  wanted  a unique 
format  and  inclusion  of  graphics.  Acquisition 
of  a desktop  publishing  package  such  as 
Ventura  or  Aldus  was  not  really  justified  and, 
because  Display  Write  4 was  unable  to  handle 
graphics,  we  compromised  by  using  Lotus 
Freelance  Plus.  This  allowed  us  to  produce  a 
good  quality  product  including  graphics  but, 
as  Freelance  is  a graphics  package  it  was 
cumbersome  to  use  and  all  articles  had  to  be 
retyped  from  the  originals. 

This  issue  was  produced  using  DisplayWrite 
5/2.  It  is  the  latest  member  of  the  DisplayWrite 
family  and  has  been  on  the  market  for  about 
a year.  Unfortunately  it  is  only  available  for 
use  with  OS/2,  which  requires  at  least  6 MB 
of  memory  and  really  needs  to  be  used  on  a 
machine  with  a 386  processor. 

DisplayWrite  5/2  is  really  two  packages  in 
one,  a wordprocessing  module  and  a basic 


desktop  publishing  module  called  the  Com- 
poser. The  wordprocessing  module  is  an 
improved  version  of  DisplayWrite  4 with 
features  such  as  a menu  by-pass  command 


line,  split  screen  processing,  page  printing 
without  the  need  to  end  and  save.... and  much 
more.  The  composer  module  can  import  and 
revise  DisplayWrite  files  as  well  as  files  from 
certain  other  packages  and  incorporate  graphics 
both  from  it’s  own  library  and  from  other 
sources  such  as  Freelance.  The  module  also 


contains  50  built-in  document  layouts  which 
are  revisable  and  allows  custom  layouts  to  be 
created.  The  illustration  on  page  one  is  an 
example  of  one  of  Composer’s  library  graphics, 
while  the  Logo  shown  on  this  page  was 
created  in  Freelance  and  imported  into  Com- 
poser. 

Composer  is  only  a very  basic  desktop 
publishing  package  and  not  too  much  must  be 
expected  of  it.  It  has  limitations  and  there  are 
several  areas  in  the  package  that  could  use 
improvement.  It  is,  however  simple  to  use 
and  is  good  for  the  production  of  simple 
newsletters  such  as  this  one. 

And  now  for  the  good  news!  IBM  have 
announced  a DOS  version  of  DisplayWrite  5 
which,  according  to  IBM  should  be  available 
within  the  next  two  months.  Whether  the  DOS 
package  will  have  all  the  capabilities  of  the 
OS/2  version  remains  to  be  seen.  We  will 
certainly  acquire  a version  for  evaluation,  The 
results  of  which  we  will  publish  in  a future 
issue  of  the  newsletter,  who  knows!  we  may 
even  use  it  to  produce  that  issue.  If,  in  the 
meantime  anyone  is  interested  in  examining 
or  using  the  OS/2  version  please  contact  Terry 
Lister  by  phone  or  E-Mail  AGEDM  LISTER. 


AS/400  PROJECT  PROFILE 


jED  STIKSMA 


Known  as  the  "Grand  Old  Man"  of  Systems  development,  Ed  started  his  data  processing  career  with  Imperial 
Modesty  (and  a desperate  attempt  to  conceal  his  age)  forbids  us  to  say  when  this  was,  however  it  was  in 
the  days  when  computers  were  programmed  by  moving  wires  much  like  the  old  fashioned  telephone  exchange. 

Ed  joined  the  Provincial  Government  in  1968,  working  at  the  Data  Centre  (The  first  computer  he  worked  with 
/as  an  IBM  mainframe  with  10K  of  memory,  compare  this  with  todays  microcomputers  with  at  least  640K  of 
jjmemory),  transferring  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  1970. 

Ed  is  now  the  Head  of  Applications  Support  Branch  and  as  such  is  responsible  for  most  of  the  Department’s 
major  applications  development  and  maintenance. 

PROJECT  RESPONSIBILITIES 


As  a member  of  the  project  team  Ed’s  major  responsibilities  are  the  coordination  and  control  of  AS/400  user 
gdocumentation,  conversion  of  IBM  5520  file  applications  and  development  of  new  applications  designed  to  run  on 
the  AS/400  notably  a rewrite  of  the  Animal  Health  Information  System. 


Tips  and  Techniques 

Laptop  Battery  Pack  Care 

A high  capacity  Nickel-Cadmium  (NiCad) 
battery  pack  will  power  most  laptop 
computers  for  approximately  four  hours  and 
is  rechargeable.  The  battery  pack  generally 
fits  into  the  computer  chassis.  The  battery 
pack  may  be  recharged  by  either  using  an  AC 
adapter  to  plug  the  computer  into  a working 
wall  socket  for  six  to  eight  hours,  or  using 
an  external  battery  charger  which  may  be 
purchased  for  approximately  $200.  When  the 
battery  pack  is  recharged  through  the  AC 
adapter  an  indicator  fight,  on  the  computer, 
indicates  the  charge  status  of  the  battery  pack. 
Generally  a steady  red  fight  indicates  that  the 
-atteries  are  not  fully  charged  but  are  being 
charged,  while  a steady  green  fight  indicates 
batteries  are  fully  charged.  A blinking  red 
fight  indicates  a possible  problem  with  the  AC 
adapter,  in  which  case  you  should  contact 
your  Regional  Coordinator  or  Systems  Devel- 


opment Division  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
computer  may  also  have  a function  that  allows 
the  batteiy  charge  status  to  be  monitored 
during  use.  This  is  a pop-up  window  which 
shows  graphically  the  amount  of  charge  re- 
maining. 

A low  battery  fight  on  the  computer  flashes 
when  the  battery  power  is  low.  There  is  also 
an  audible  signal  that  sounds  when  only  a few 
minutes  of  power  is  left,  when  this  happens 
you  should  save  your  data  and  recharge  the 
batteries  or  replace  the  battery  pack  with  a 
fully  charged  one.  If  you  ignore  the  low 
battery  warnings  the  laptop  may  have  a 
"resume"  function  which  can  be  enabled  to 
turn  the  computer  off.  After  plugging  in  the 
AC  adapter  or  replacing  the  battery  pack 
turning  the  power  off  and  then  on  again 
returns  the  computer  to  where  you  left  off. 


IMPORTANT;  This  is  a software  option  that 
you  must  enable  as  soon  as  you  start  to  use 
the  computer.  Also  it  does  not  remain  active 
indefinitely,  if  the  computer  is  left  unpowered 
for  more  than  a few  hours  it  will  no  longer 
function. 

The  NiCad  batteries  should  be  allowed  to 
drain  completely  before  recharging.  Re- 
charging a partially  charged  battery  can 
severely  impair  it’s  future  performance. 

Where  possible,  have  a spare,  fully  charged, 
battery  pack  available  for  use  and  obtain  an 
external  battery  charger. 

DO  NOT  leave  the  laptop  plugged  in  and 
unused  for  extended  perions  of  time. 

For  more  information  contact  Peter  Hesketh 
by  phone  or  E-Mail  AGEDM  SDD. 


